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New broadcasters l ikely to 
t ighten State media’s 
stranglehold 
 COMMENT 
THE inclusion of Talk Radio – a project of the country’s state-owned 
publishing house, Zimpapers, whose products still dominate Zimbabwe’s print 
media landscape – among the four shortlisted applicants for national radio 
licences has renewed the public’s cynicism over the authorities’ political will to 
diversify Zimbabwe’s airwaves.  
The other applicants comprise Hotmedia (Pvt) Ltd trading as Kiss FM, A.B 
Communications, owned by former ZBC news anchor, Supa Mandiwanzira, 
and Voice of the People (VoP), which is currently broadcasting from abroad.   
While the Broadcasting Services Act (BSA) as amended in 2007 allows for 
cross-ownership of the media, the short-listing of Talk Radio raises ethical 
issues and contradicts the spirit of the Global Political Agreement (GPA), 
which, according to Article XIX of the agreement, is: “Desirous of ensuring 
the opening up of the airwaves and ensuring the operation of as 
many media houses as possible.”     
Licensing Talk Radio, which is “t ipped to cl inch one of the two l icences 
up for grabs” (NewsDay 20/10), would not only deprive prospective private 
broadcasters of the chance to operate, but would expand and entrench the 
biased state media’s monopoly of the broadcasting sector, already the 
preserve of the country’s sole broadcaster, ZBC.  
The Broadcasting Authority of Zimbabwe (BAZ), responsible for awarding 
operating licences to prospective broadcasters, is itself a disputed body that 
parties to the GPA had agreed should be reconstituted due to the irregular 
and partisan appointment of its members by the Minister of Information a year 
ago. 
And although Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai recently complained about 
the short-listing of Talk Radio, as head of government he cannot escape 
some of the blame for his government’s failure to deal with the root cause of 
the problem he now complains of. Clearly, the MDC-T as the dominant 



political party in government was complacent in its failure to challenge the 
broadcasting authority’s decision to go ahead with its plans to appoint two 
national radio stations before it was reconstituted in an equitable way. 
Now the process is too far advanced to be effectively challenged.  
Now, if BAZ does award Talk Radio a licence it will have ignored the GPA’s 
call for “media diversity” and will expose itself to accusations of pretending 
to go through the motions of “opening up the airwaves” while extending 
the influence of the state media, notorious for their vigorous and unbridled 
propaganda in support of ZANU PF. 
Of course, the entire selection process has been flawed from the start, tainted 
by a lack of transparency and partisan influence. Without BAZ’s reform, this 
was inevitable. 
Two of the other three short-listed applicants are thinly disguised surrogates 
for ZANU PF. This is clear from the fact that Kiss FM - whose directors 
sounded like they might form a credible alternative to ZBC’s crude diet of 
propaganda – admitted at its public hearing recently that it would take its 
news bulletins directly from ZBC – at least to begin with. What sort of 
independence is that, especially in view of the public’s evident disgust with the 
so-called public broadcaster, judging by the forests of satellite dishes that 
proliferate even in the high-density suburbs? 
Supa Mandiwanzira’s ZiFM is most unlikely to provide a non-partisan 
programming schedule, given that The Manica Post (06/10/11) reported 
Didymus Mutasa, ZANU PF’s national secretary for administration, officially 
introducing Mandiwanzira as the party’s “next representative in 
Parl iament” for Nyanga South constituency. 
Admittedly, Mandiwanzira tried to play down this news when BAZ questioned 
him about it at his public hearing, saying, “you don’t want to believe all 
that you read in the newspapers…” But it is most unlikely that Mutasa 
was dreaming. 
That leaves Voice of the People (VoP) as the only politically untainted 
applicant. But judging by the intensive and hostile interrogation its directors 
were subjected to at its public hearing, there’s no question that its chances of 
being awarded a licence are about as good as a snowball’s chance in hell. 
But what did the Prime Minister and his party expect from such a flawed 
process? They should have seen this coming but did nothing about it until it 
was too late. Now, instead of diversifying the airwaves it is most likely that 
Zimbabweans will be clamouring to renew their DSTV subscriptions and 
praying that SABC does not scramble their Wiztech signal in order to escape 
a new and unprecedented tidal wave of propaganda on our domestic 
airwaves. 
 

 
 



 
 
More private media journalists arrested 
MMPZ condemns the arrest and detention of two journalists working for the 
privately owned weekly, The Standard, on charges of criminal defamation and 
theft of documents from a medical aid society, Green Card Medical Aid 
Society, a creation of Munyaradzi Kaseke, adviser to Reserve Bank governor 
Gideon Gono.  
The paper’s editor Nevanji Madanhire and reporter Nqaba Matshazi were 
arrested and charged under the Criminal Procedure and Evidence Act and the 
Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act after publishing an article on the 
possibility of Green Card Medical Aid Society’s imminent collapse, amid 
reports from its sources that the society’s expenditure outstripped income 
(NewsDay, 16/11). 
The arrests followed last Friday’s raid on The Standard newsroom by plain-
clothes detectives from serious fraud section, searching for the medical aid 
society’s documents (NewsDay and The Standard, 12 & 13, 11). 
MMPZ condemns the state’s heavy-handed use of detention and 
internationally discredited and arcane laws, such as criminal defamation, to 
curb legitimate investigations into activities of public interest. This constitutes 
a serious threat to Press freedom and undermines journalists’ ability to 
execute their duties without fear. 
Already, in the last six months, MMPZ has recorded the attack, intimidation or 
arrest of at least 15 journalists from the private media by ZANU PF 
supporters, military officers and the police.   



The language of hate l ives 
on 

Have you noticed that despite the provisions of Article 19 in the GPA, 
compelling the media to stop “using abusive language that may incite 
hosti l i ty, polit ical intolerance and ethnic hatred, or that unfairly 
undermines polit ical parties and other organizations”, both the 
media and the authorities remain the main messengers of abusive and 
intolerant language. 
Below are excerpts. What do you think?  
‘ I t  is clear that he (Tsvangirai) is singing his masters’ song. We 
have information that they are being told to oppose the 
indigenization programme. He is parroting what his masters are 
saying and Zimbabweans must see the enemy as it is. The people 
of Zimbabwe wil l  decide” – ZANU PF spokesman Rugare Gumbo (The 
Herald, 18/10). 
“I have a bone to chew with you comrades. You have more to tel l , 
much more than the dwarfish Tsvangirai who today struts in giant 
robes, robes bestowed by Albion. You were men of men as he 
toi led in the bowels of Trojan Mine in Bindura” – The Herald’s 
columnist Caesar Zvayi discrediting Tsvangirai’s views on Zimbabwe’s 
political crisis, reflected in his recently launched book  (18/10). 
 “When he (Tsvangirai) is with white people, he sings their song 
and when he is with black people he says what he knows they 
want to hear. He even moos when he is with cattle” – MDC-N leader 
Welshman Ncube dismissing Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai as indecisive 
(Chronicle, 31/10).  
“This polit ical harlot (ZANU PF’s Politburo member Jonathan Moyo) shut 
our company down eight years ago…Let us, for a minute, digest 
the gist of what this useful idiot told his grateful handlers...I am 
waiting with baited breath to see how this cunning chameleon 
extricates himself from his excreta” – Daily News editor Stanley Gama 
(5/10).  
  
“The notorious polit ical f l ip-f lopper (Moyo) is not just an arrogant 
and obnoxious human being at a personal level, he is also a toxic 
polit ical warlord who relishes anarchy. He really is worse than the 
Taliban!” – Daily News editor Stanley Gama (5/10).  
 “The man (Jonathan Moyo) is simply a clown and the irony is lost 
on him that only three years ago he was very vocal in articulating 
the public secret that Mugabe had lost the Presidential election to 
Morgan Tsvangirai” – MDC-T spokesperson Luke Tamborinyoka (Daily 
News, 22/10). 
 

 



Most offensive story of the week 
THE gender insensitive and flippant manner in which H-Metro (9/11) reported 
the tragic death of an accident victim deserves special mention.  
The story, Horrific End, written by Melody Gwenyambira, focused on a woman 
who survived a “terrible” car crash along Samora Machel Avenue in Harare 
at around 4am last Tuesday, only to be run over by a passing car as she lay 
in the road waiting for help.   
The story of this tragedy was riddled with speculation and was written in a 
flippant style that brazenly disrespected society’s values – and ethical 
journalistic standards – regarding the emotional trauma and grief suffered by 
the relatives. 
The story labelled the victim a “ lady-of-the-night” on an unfounded 
eyewitness account based solely on the way the woman was dressed and the 
time she was travelling.  
The reporter also appeared to celebrate this woman’s failure to escape her 
fate, saying: “Like a Sod’s Law, the woman’s fate appeared l ike it 
was coming straight out of a Final Destination Movie script where 
death was certain and despite her fortune in surviving (the first 
accident), she died in the most unfortunate manner one could ever 
fathom”.  
For good measure in tastelessness the reporter added: “What is certain is 
that lady luck was nowhere near the poor lady who had a certain 
date with the Grim Reaper, with him coming after her soul twice 
in one morning”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 ELECTION WATCH 

 
‘Frustrated’ Mugabe  
renews election threat 
PRESIDENT Mugabe renewed his threat that Zimbabwe could still hold 
national elections without a new constitution if the Constitutional 
Parliamentary Select Committee (Copac) continued to delay Zimbabwe’s 
constitution-making process.  
His comments, hidden away in a Sunday Mail story of his reaction to the 
British government’s demand that countries receiving British aid should 
respect gay rights (13/11), exposed his frustration with the slow progress of 
the constitution-making process and suggested that the President did not 
consider a new constitution to be a prerequisite for the forthcoming national 
election, as agreed under the GPA and endorsed by SADC. 
The paper quoted Mugabe saying: “It is either we have the Constitution 
and hold elections on the basis of the new Constitution or else we 
have elections on the present Constitution.”    
Mugabe’s comments coincided with utterances by a senior army officer, Major 
General Martin Chedondo, that the army would not entertain any talk of 
security sector reform (The Herald, 12/11), another aspect deemed to be 
crucial to the holding of a free and fair election.  
Speaking at the 28th anniversary of the Presidential Guard in Harare, 
Chedondo said: “The whole talk about security sector reform is a 
way by these Rhodesians to try and win this war through the 
inclusive government using MDC-T” .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Earlier, ZANU PF’s chief negotiator, Patrick Chinamasa, told ZBC (9 and 
10/11, 6am & 8pm) that Zimbabwe’s coalition partners “have not made any 
progress” in the interparty talks since the last meeting of regional leaders in 
Luanda, Angola, last August.  
These reports were among 12 the state-run media carried on the 
administrative aspect of the forthcoming ballot. The other 44 reports were on 
campaign activities of the country’s main political parties. Most of these (35) 
were positive portrayals of ZANU PF campaign activities, while the remaining 
nine were on Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai’s MDC-T party, which 
generally depicted it in a negative light.    
The private media projected Zimbabwe as not yet prepared for democratic 
elections, citing delays in liberalizing the airwaves; the current crackdown on 
journalists; increase in hate speech and political violence; inordinate delays in 
the constitution-making process; and escalating tension among the coalition 
parties (Zimbabwe Independent, The Standard, New Zimbabwe.com, Radio 
VoP, ZimOnline, The Zimbabwean, Daily News, SW Radio Africa and Studio 
7, 8, 10, 11, 13& 14/10). 
 
This was evident in the nine stories the private media carried.  
Only the private media highlighted rights violations in the week, recording 
seven incidents.  
 
Ends/ 
The MEDIA UPDATE was produced and circulated by the Media Monitoring Project  
Zimbabwe, 9 Knight Bruce Road, Milton Park, Harare, Tel: 263 4 741816 / 778115, E-mail:  
monitors@mmpz.org.zw  
   
Feel free to write to MMPZ. We may not able to respond to everything but we will look at each 
message. For previous MMPZ reports, and more information about the Project, please visit our website 
at http://www.mmpz.org/ 
 
 
 


